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My mom said that we had been asked to be in a study sponsored by the top research
institute in the country. They want to learn more about how | am growing up.

Was something wrong with me?

Mom said, “No! You are terrific! I'll tell you why they want to meet us........




When she was pregnant with me, she and my dad went to see a doctor
who helps make certain that babies are born healthy. They all wanted to
take good care of me!




My mom said
the doctor
said | looked
great.
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Then the doctor told
them all about how
babies develop.

She talked about DNA,
chromosomes, cell
division and fetal
development.

My mom said it was a
little confusing, but
also really interesting.




The doctor introduced my parents to a geneticist. He asked questions
about our family. He explained how we all have genes inside our cells.




He said, all babies have a
combination of their
parents’ genes. | would be
a little like my father and a
little like my mother.
Mainly, | would be all like
me!

He told them they could do
a test to look at a baby’s
genes to make certain the
baby is healthy.

He said that looking at my
genes would not tell them
many things. He joked that
— for example - he would
not be able to tell if |
would like pizza.

Dad said he was sure |
would!

My parents had the test. Even before they
met me, they knew about my genes!




My mother said that when |
was born, | was perfect. She
and dad were so happy!

All the doctors were pleased by
how healthy (and cute!) | was.




She told me a friendly woman called her
and told her about the new study.

Mom said that now when she looks
at me, sometimes she sees things
that remind her of dad (like my
eyes), and sometimes she sees
things that remind her of herself
(like my dark hair).

Mostly, she sees ME and she loves
ME exactly the way | am!

The doctors want to see how | am. This
can help them learn more about what
genes can and cannot tell them. Even
more important, it will help other
families make sure their children grow
up to be as healthy as possible.

Mom said they wanted to meet with me
and ask me what | am thinking.




| thought about all the
things that | think.

| wondered what they
would want to know?

Maybe they want to
know if | like pizza!




Mom said she thought it would be kind of like school. She said | would meet
with someone on the computer who is like a teacher. That person will ask me
questions, show me puzzles and have me to do a bunch of different things.

She said she was also going to help by answering questions.




So, | met with the person/teacher on my computer. | felt a little awkward
talking to someone | didn’t know. She was kind, though. She told me her name.
When she saw my fish, she said she had fish too and she loved them. That just
made me feel more comfortable.

Then she explained the research study to me again. She told me:




THE RULES

WE WILL DO DIFFERENT THINGS LIKE

* PUZZLES, MEMORY GAMES, AND SCHOOL STUFF.
* SOME WILL BE EASY.
* SOME WILL BE A CHALLENGE.

DO NOT EXPECT TO GET EVERYTHING RIGHT.
« NOBODY DOES!
* JUST TRY YOUR BEST.
WE MIGHT FINISH THAT DAY OR WE MIGHT MEET ANOTHER TIME.

| DO NOT HAVE TO DO ANY OF IT.
 BUT SHE REALLY HOPES THAT | WILL!

| SHOULD ASK QUESTIONS IF | WANT TO.
* BUT SHE MAY NOT TELL ME IF | GOT A SPECIFIC THING CORRECT.

THERE ARE NO GRADES.
* | CANNOT FAIL!







